
Abigail Sweet
Reflective Research Task 1

Module 4 Yr1 15/16

Individual Project





A brief summary of Year 1 
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The concept I set out to achieve was the idea of trauma  relating to my 
personal experience of when I had a blood clot in my brain; I wanted to 

highlight all the things I experienced during that time. 

I felt that I could draw parallels with some of the trauma that my chosen 
artist had overcome.  

Module 1 Environment



Sources

Bate, David (2009) Photography: The Key Concepts, Oxford and New York: Berg

Thanks to a lecture on The sublime/Picturesque I was able to determine 
the direction my project would take...





I wanted to share and explain my 
journey in a pictorial, visual way; The 

concept is profoundly personal, I don’t 
want to make it superficial, critically 

non-emotive, essentially I want a dark 
experience to feel like a warm and in-

spirational journey.





I felt that I learnt a lot from work-
shop’s by being pushed out of my 

comfort zone into something that I 
hadn’t done before and working to a 

deadline and to get the image back 
and edited whilst also have an under-
standing of a themed artist and their 

work.



Roe Ethridge

Inez & Vinnodh

Francesca Woodman

Inspirational Artists



Candida Hofer

Inspirational Artists



Brain maps used to plan out my projects





Sherman has succeeded in achieving that iconic presentation of likeness. 
Embodiment of character portrayed as a film star superbly delivering 
what she is trying to portray to the media.

Module 2 Identity

Influences



I enjoyed looking into historical photography and how they recorded 
and influenced society.

Influences



This project was a natural successor to my previous project. I started 
researching straight away as I wanted to explore as many avenues as 
possible. The list was vast, different ideas, long investigations all of which 
proved to be essential before the tasks could evolve and the shoots could 
take place.

There was a great deal of trial and error, experimentation, exploring of 
ideas to achieve my final prints. 

Five of the seven shoots didn’t come out as desired and I painstakingly 
strived to get the best results. I started the shoot on the 23rd November, 
it took until the 11th December to be fully happy with my results.

The use of visual language is a powerful tool to demonstrate gender and 
I have found it very enlightening.

I would have liked to find other models to show greater diversity.  
 
Black and white was not the best medium for makeup and felt I needed 
more close ups to show greater depth similarly I wanted the body to also 
be a focus.
I had to employ effective time management to prevent any mistakes, 
selecting the best negatives to use. 

The completed project has much that I would still like to explore and 
revisit at a later stage. This has felt like a small window of opportunity.
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I shot some images on the Canon 5D before shooting on film in order 
to understand the practice, but after I developed my photos I realised 

that I preferred my digital to my finals as they captured more of what I 
wanted, plus I got an outcome much quicker.











I feel heavily influenced and in-
spired by Henry Peach Robinson’s 
work, the way that he manipulated 
his photo-montage despite the 
limitations of the era and the way 
that he constructed his images

 I knew I would need to break 
down the components of my im-
age and then subsequently rebuild 
it into a whole unified image. I 
would also like to use similar tones 
but also create the sinister charac-
ters and incorporate them into my 
own project.

Module 3 From Here to There

Inspirational Artists



This work regarding Kristy’s 
mother and the exploration of the 

photographer’s journey through 
grief, captures the elements of 

picturesque, yet fantasy orientated, 
especially from a surreal per-

spective, similarly from a fine Art 
aspect too.

It is also very similar to a vanitas 
in its use of many props that are 

finely placed. 

Inspirational Artists



During a lecture we were introduced to tableau photography and the con-
nection to paintings it often exhibited; these lead us to look into universally 
recognised art pieces to draw inspiration from.

After experimenting with many different concepts we arrived at the conclusion 
that a combination of all of many different aspects of the @here to there’ mod-
ule could be combined into one image.

One that to us represented our individual conditions in a suitable form and in a 
socially recognised format. 





The concept behind the project was to illustrate an emotional journey 
through major illness and what effect that has on the person. I wanted to 
share my journey having a huge blood clot on my brain and the experi-
ences of being diagnosed with cancer one week before the project started 
including the issues and fears I faced.

I wanted to create a piece of work that had serious meaning but along-
side this a theatrical anecdote of my experiences because humour is one 
of the ways I cope. I did this by using Vanitas as the serious matter and 
the characters in a humorous sense so that it is only noticeable when you 
look closely at the photograph.

Influenced by many painters and photographers and the way they colour 
corrected their images, I wanted to incorporate this within my work to 
create a theatrical effect. I did this by using multiple effects on photo 
shop to apply the effects to my characters.

The Last Supper is a very recognised painting and the title was very 
much part of the whole narrative, it helped to get the message across very 
quickly in the way we wanted to execute it. 





Cancers Last Supper 
2016



Through the year I have found ways that helped me study like the use 
of spider diagrams to pre plan for photo-shoots and my written work. 
I found the use of evernote software and REf.me app highly helpful so 
that I could take out useful information that I can then later reference. I 
also found looking unrelated books helpful as it enabled me to draw up 
concepts or new approaches and ideas I could use even if I didn’t think 
they would relate when I started reading them.




